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The Queen ' felt the parting deeply,' when little William
was hoisted into their railway carriage at Cologne to say
good-bye. Next year "William was to come to Osborne with
his parents.

Vicky was now in possession of the list of eligible princesses
for Bertie. She made her inquiries and was not much
impressed by the result. However, her attention was drawn
to the fifth name on the list by her lady-in-waiting, Walpurga,
afterwards Lady Paget. This candidate, of whom, she knew
nothing, was Alexandra, daughter of Prince Christian of
Schleswig-Holstein-Sonderburg-Glucksburg, who would one
day be King of Denmark. This time the results of her
inquiries were distinctly interesting. Alexandra was far
and away the loveliest of all the candidates. Evidently,
she was full of high spirits, which would please Bertie,
because she held the astonishing reputation of being able to
turn cartwheels round the drawing-room with perfect
propriety as regards petticoats. More significantly, she was
of strong and discreet personality, she was beloved by
everybody who knew her and she was interested in charitable
undertakings. It so happened that Princess Alix, as she
was generally known, was staying with the Grand Duchess
of Mecklenburg. Vicky arranged to spend a few days at
Strelitz with the Duchess. Alix fascinated her. An enthu-
siastic account of her find went to London. Prince Albert
was deeply impressed. For the moment he decided to give
the matter his careful consideration and leave it at that.

The afternoon of December 31, 1860, started a train of
events which in a few days brought the Princess Royal to
a new epoch in her life. For some time the King had been
lying gravely ill in the Sans Souci Palace at Potsdam and
he rarely had lucid moments now. As usual they were
spending the winter in Berlin, and at nine o'clock they drove
across to the Palace of the Crown Prince and Princess to take
tea with them. A footman brought in a telegram from Sans
Souci. The King had taken a bad turn. It was a warning,
not a summons. These relapses had occurred before. They
did not take the matter too seriously. They went home to